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LINCOLN  DAY  PROCLAI.IATION 
January  30,  1919. 

TliE  COmiONV/'EAIiTH  OF  I.IASSACHUSETTS 
By  His  Excellency  Calvin  Goolidge,  Governor. 

I 

A  PROCIAI.L''/riON 

Flvcsccrc  a:id  ten  years  ago  that  Divine  Providence  which  infinite  repeti- 
tion has  made  only  the  more  a  miracle  sent  into  the  7/orld  a  new  life,  dor.tinei 
■to- nave  a  nation.    ITo  star,  no  sign,  foretold  his  coming.  About  his  cradle  all 
was  poor  and  moan  save  only  the  source  of  all  great  men,  the  love  of  a  wonder- 
ful \vo;can,    V.^nGn  she  faded  av/ay  in  his  tender  yecj-s,  from  Kor  deathbed  in 
humble  poverty  she  dov;erod  her  son  v/ith  greatness.    There  can  be  no  proper  ob- 
servance of  a  birthday  which  forgets  the  mother.     Into  his  origin  as  into  -ils 
life  men  lorg  have  lool-ad  and  wondered*     In  wisdom  great,  but  in  humility 
greater,  in  justice  strong,  but  in  ccmprv:-,3ion  stronger,  he  became  a  ^ -ader  of 
■r--.n  by  being  a  follower  of  the  truth.    He  overcainc  evil  with  good,  rvoconc 
fjlied  the  Nation.    He  broke  the  m"^  ght  of  opprsssiou^    He  restored  a  race  -o  it 
b.-rthright.    His  mortal  frame  has  vanished,  but  his  ^jpirit  increas'^s  with  thg 
>croa-:n.?  years,  the  richest  legacy  of  the  greatest  century. 

sl'Cw  by  what  +-.hey  worship  what  thay  are.     It  is  no  accident  th'J  oefor 
tho  groat  example  of  American  manhood  oiu:-  people  staxid  with  Tsspect  jmd  rever- 
ence .    And  in  accordance  with  this  sentiment  our  laws  have  provided  for  ?. 
formal  recognition  of  the  birthday  of  Abraham  Lincoln,  for  in  him  is  revealed 
our  ideal,  the  hope  of  our  country  fulfilledo 

Now,  therefore,  by  the  authority  of  Massachusetts,  tha  12th  day  of  ?ebru-i 

is  set  apart  as 

LINCOIII  DAY 

and  its  observance  recommonded  as  befits  the  beneficiaries  of  his  life  and  the 
admirers  of  his  character,  in  places  of  education  aUd  worship  wherever  our 
people  meet  with  one  another. 

Given  at  tho  Executive  Chamber,  in  Boston,  this  ZDth  day  of  January,  in  t- 
Yenv  of  Our  Lord  one  thousand  nine  hundred  and  ninoteen,  and  of  the  mdepenaon. 
of  the  United  States  of  America  the  one  hundred  and  ^^''^^'^^^^^Jjj  COCLIDGTlo 

By  his  Exdiellency  the  Governor, 
Ainert  xr  l^angtry 
Sccrt.ti-^.ry  of  the  Commonwealth, 

God  save  tho  Coinmonwealth  of  Ii-Iasscio  .u^-atts. 
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THE  WHITE  H0U5E , 

February  12,  1923, 


■    Address  of '  the  PrcEidont  Klonday  evening,  February  12th,  at  the  Lincoln 
Day  dinner  tendered  by  friends  cf  Lincoln  :,.erncrial  University. 
To  be  released  v/hen  delivery cbegins: 


m,  T0AST1..:ASTER  Alii.  C-UESTG; 

Xo  human  ctrry  surpasses  t'le  f ascir.a+irn  v.rs.  tie 
inspiration  of  that  of  Abraham  Lincoln.        The  republic  pays 
tribute  toni.-^ht,  arid  nost  of  the  world  is  aoin;  hi-n  rhverence, 
because  in  his  unshaken  faitn  the  vjorlc  fines  its  own  hopes 
ni~htily  strengthened.      Our  words  are  all  fcoole,  because  v/c  are 
dealinr-  v/ith  tne  ..aster  i.artyr,  the  suprH-r.c  lea.  cr  in  a  national 
crisis,  tne  surpassin.;:  believer  in  a  fulfille...  destiny,  ana  e 
colossel  fi;:uro  anong  the  hero-states'-.: en  of  all  the  s_~cs. 

Turnin;-;  over,  in  the  last  fev/  days,  the  prcnise 
I  had  naac  to  auc  ny  own  to  the  testimonies  that  here  are  to  be 
spoken,  I  have  been  izripressively  reminded  of  the  greatly  revived 
interest  in  everythin-  concerning  Lincoln,    v/hich  has  narked  the  past 
few  years,  notabiy  the  last  tv;o.      I  have  been  thinkin::  of  how  nany 
times,  in  the  recent  years  of  the  world's  trial      a  travail,  I 
have  received  books,  letters,  articles,  published  literally  all 
over  the  worlc  ,  about  Lincoln.      One  can  not  but  have  observed 
how  greatly  the  thou^^hts  of  people  have  turne  '  to  this  .ran  of 
vision,  the  great  emancipator,  who  spoke  with  the  voice  of  the  conr.ion 
people  for  truth  and  for  freedo.n.      One  can  not  hevc  failed  to  note 
that  as  the  fortunes  of  "ankind  have  confrontoc  tribulstion  and 
distress,  the  minds  of  len  have  turned  to  this  son  of  the  yearning, 
eager,  earnest,  sinple  people,  and  have  Sou[^ht  in  the  story  of  his 
life  for  r;uidance  in  the  hour  of  hu-.anity's  trial.      To  -;e,  this  has 
been  a  portent  of  hope,  a  justification  of  faith,  a  reason  for 
confidence  that  aen  will    not  only  ruide  the  bark  of  civilization 
through  the  storms  v/h±ch  beset  it,  but  will  at  last  brine  it  into 
the  port  of  a  better  end  happier  day. 

It  does  not  seen  hard  to  understand  why  in  tires  like 
these  in  which  we  live  there  shoula  be  such  a  renescence  of  scntl^ent 
for  Lincoln,  cf  reno^ved  interest  in  the  rreat  lessions  of  his  life. 
For  r-.'.en  have  coce  to  think  of  hi.-r-  as  they  heve  not  thojnht  of  others 
among  the  nerely  hu-ian  characters  of  history.      Lincoln  has  appealed 
to  then  as  one  who  Manifestly  was  brought  forth  with  t  ie  destiny 
or  consecrated  by  an  infinite  hand  tc  renaer  a  particular  service, 
to  save  a  nation,  to  e.imncipate  a  people,  to  pretcrve  in  the  worlo 
the  fruits  of  the  A^aerican  experiment  in  anc  for  ccmocracyi 
Surely  it  is  not  strange  that  the  eyes  and  the  interest  of  a  world 
should  turn  to  hin  now,  v/hen  all  nankind  feels  the  nctjd  for  such 
leadership  and  service  arc  direction  as  he  ^ave.      A  world,  a 
civilization,  an  epoch,  -  all  these  are  facing  the  bitter  need  for 
the  ooral  purpose,  the  noble  aspirations,  the  hi;;:h  courage,  that  he 
interpreted  to  our  America  in  the  days  of  its  crisis.  flore, 
hunanity  itself  needs  to  drink  of  the  cup  of  unfailin--  confidence 
which  enabled  him  to  stand  erect  and  unshaken  amid  disc  oarage  .:cnts  and 
criticis.m  which  woulu  have  crushed  any  less  than  a  master  heart  ana 
soul. 


The  world  today sess  civilization  brought  to  its 
suprene  test.      Its  trial  cane  when  it  might  least  have  been 
expected.      At  the  very  apex  of  material  advances,  when  science 
and  industry  end  invention  and  culture  seemed  tc  have  uni+ cd 
in  justifying  man's  pmudest  estimate  of  his  destiny,  there  came 
among  the  nations  such  a  clash  of  ambitions,  such  a'co-^fusion  of 
ideals    such  a  crash  of  conflicting  aims  an.  aspirations,  as  it  had 
never  known  before.      It  brought  bev.lldering  confusion,  and  overwhelminr 
anaze-ent  to  those  who  had  been  esteemed  the  wisest  amon-  their  kind 
and  wno  xn  the  folly  of  their  wisdom  h.d  been  most  certain  tnrt  such* 
a  thing  could  never  happen.      Ana  in  the  verv  face  cf  havoc  wrou-ht. 
of  tne  utter  futility  of  it^all.  v;e  still  wonder  that  it  could  have  been 

But  the  sobering  and  d^^f^^xTiy-f-^  reanzation  has  cone 
?nrr^f  '  eagerness    to  harness  and  dominate  the  material 

forces  of  the  worlc,  hu.anity  had  lost  its  anchorage  to  the  ultimate 


-2- 


things  cf  the  highert  the  nobler,  the  spiritual  universe.  Turning 
now,  in  the  ni<>^        "the  v/recka;:;e ,  t  o  seek  f  or  whatever  can  be 
truf^teo  Si  sDfe  aiid  strong  ano  lasting,  it  is  net  to  be  v/ondered 
that  people  tur-i  anev;  tb.e  pages  of  Lincoln's  story.       In  very  truth, 
his  soul  is  narchiii"  on.      To  hin  it  has  been  given  to  ler.ve  a  living 
inherite^r  of  vital  pcvrr  and  suore  .e  inspireticn  tc  the  race. 
Cut  of  Lincoln  ce^:e  t/'C  proof  that  lofty  ac  lieveriCnt  is  net  in 
ideals  alone,  but  in  +h  t  spiritual  and   'atcrial  justice  which  is  the 
wh-lescr^.e  blendin::  cf  infinite  purp-se  and   nan's  capacity  for 
fulfillment . 

I  sp-^ke  e.  nr.pont  aro  of  the  "ultiplicity  of 
present  day  writin'^s  ab^ut  Lincoln.      "^hey  c.-'crace  everjiihinj:  frora 
the  genealo, -ist '  E  celvinvs  into  his  ancestry,  to  the  psychcloeist '  s  and 
the  noralist's  sce.rchin::s  into  his  inncrrr.ort  --ctives  and  objectives. 
Kothinn  that  ■:i<-;ht  ocssi'cly  reveal  a'-y  nhase  of  his  life    anu  work  has 
been  accounted  trivip.!,       jc  are  conin;  year  ty  year  to  a  nore  truthful 
and  understanding  cnpraisal  of  hin.      But  all  the  rese:rcheE  of 
scholars  anc  effc-ts  of  students  have  brcuJit  us  little  store  of 
real  understand  in:.  ,  have  tau?^ht  us  wellnijn  nothin~  concerninr: 
•the  supre.-ne  provi^■en■':  ial  purpose  which  .permits  such  a  li-ht  to  shine  now 
and  then  upon  a  Tsrcraticn  of  nen.       ,ie  know  not  v/hence  cone  such  i:rcet 
souls,  such  sinple  v/isdon,  such  capacity  for  sacrifice  ano  service. 
But  v/e  do  knov;  thrt  as  nen  conte-.plate  this  s^:rEn~e  career  an-^  study  its 
wonders  anc  its  lessens,  they  c.re  et  least  pi-:  ntin-  in  their  .linds 
and  hearts  a  certain  vague  realization  of  wnat  i.lncoln  was  ano  raeant; 
a  consciousness  of  his  personal  sif^nif icance  to  then;  anc  witn  all 
this,  a  keen  aspiration  for  sone  little  participation  in  such  a 
bestov/al  nf  selflessness,  sacrifice  and  service  as  vas  the  life  of 
Lancoln.      Tiat  aspiration,  I  firnly  believe,  is  fixea  in  a  greater 
nuavcr  of  hu.r.an  hearts  today  than  it  ever  was  before.      It  nav  be 
sonev/hat  va^ue  and  unforned,  yet  we  readily  recognize  that  it" 
represents  s-ethin-  like  the  aspirations  of  a  race  for  a  new 
mcarnaticr  of  the  spirit  and  the  leadership  of  Lincoln. 

Lcubtlesr  it  is  vain  to  hope  that  ancther  such  as  he  v/ill 
oe  riven  to  us  and  to  our  tir.e.      But  t-the  extent  that  we  shall  prove 
ourselves  worthy  cf  such  a  leacer,  to-^hat  extent  we  shall  be  the 
better  able  to  save  ourselves  without  hln.      The  task  which  men  face 
throunnout  the  world  now  is  one  with  which  they  nust  cooe  as  God 
intcn.ed.       Their  hope,  their  salvatinnj  their  cestinv,  -ust  at 
last  be  m  their  own  hanus.      They  will  ^ave  tne-srlv^s  if  they  will 
forget  themselves.      Pro-bably  the  task  wloulc.  be  less  cifficult 
af  nuranity  woulu  -e^  a  little  nearer  tolGoc.      In  tl'.cs  like  these, 
tnc  fullest,  truest  Service  that  any  nation  or  anv  society  can 
renr er  to  itself,  wi^l  bo^the  service  which  is  conceived  in 
unselfishness  ano  roi:dered  without  thou~ht  "of  i-eciate  jt^in. 
or  even  of  ultimate  personal  acvanta  e.  , 

/e  drink  from  aemory,  we  fine  inspiration  in  cxan-le, 
we  are  exaltec  by  the  eternal  truths  which  Lincoln  saw  and  proclained, 
but  the  highest  usefulness  in  these  things  is  their  practical 
presen-etion,  so  as  to  reveal  to  all  the  people  a  true  undcrstandin~ 
r.^cr"""^"  ^  transcending  eminence.       His  suora  :e  rift  was  not  in  ^ 
construction,  his  was  the  r.astcr  prcservat i:>n.      Ann  the  call  of 
the  worlc  tocay  is  for  preservation  for  the  preserved  civilization 
^Aiich  IS  the  best  juc^nent  of  hu  nan  intelligence  since  the  world  besan. 

+  •  coning  together  tonight  is  cue,  in  la-^^e  part. 

loulT'^T  T'\"'  '"'""^"^^  i^-titutie.  as  Lincoln 

c  nen  '^''l^'''''^-       The  Lincoln    enorial  University  has  truly  been 
Pu^sS^ncP  .7'^'  ^lem.rial  to  the  emancipator.      It  was  founced  in 
be  ca;"i^  .  T  ^^^i^^  ^-h^t  the  light  C  learning  micht 

c^>  uni^Tof Vw-'  ■^"^■^  stran-ely  sequestered,  nountain 

southern  Ann«      ^  ^'''"^'^  -ere  .nembers.      These  people  of  the 

consfit  /^"^  "^"^"^  ^  r_illions.  Thev 

stock       p/''        V""  reservoirs  of  ourest  Anclo-Saxon 

^i^^Z:'^'^''^  passeo  over  into  the  mountains  to 
curiously,  ^nic^o^ntaJ^r al^ofVr^:  :;rr:e^ 

^^r^^^lJ^^-^t^^^^^^  -LHXued^^S^cI^Lent 
in  the  activi?ieforthc  refer Tl'''^^  "^^^"^"^  forgotten 

they  have  been  a^       ^:raf-:n-;:t:^;^  J^^^ ^^St:rdy!^  ' 


« 
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independent  and  self-sufficient,  they  have  lived  generation  after 
generation  alncst  to  themselves.      But  not  quite;   for  it  stands  to  the 
everlasting  credit  of  these  nen  and  v/ornen  of  the  ncuntems,  thatn  in  ev 
tiae  of  national  need  they  have  been  instant  in  response  ana  niagnifice. 
in  loyalty.       Their  sons  have  stood  in  thousands  against  the  barbarianF 
of  our  own  v/ilderness,  they  battled  for  Lincoln's  concept  of  union  and 
nationality  end  with  equal  steadfastness  they  have  taken  their  pace  on 
battlegrounds  of  Europe  and  contributed  their  heroic  part  that  a  v/clrc 
civilization  night  live.      The  nation  oves  to  then  a  vast  balance  of 
obligation,  and  the  Lincoln  Menorial  University  represents  one 
instalment  v/hich  devout  and  unselfish  people  are  paying  upon  that  debt. 

It  is  a  strange  circumstance  that  in  the  rush  and 
eagerness  of  our  coatirental  conquest,  such  a  people  as  this  should, 
almost  by  accicent,  have  dri.Hed  into  the  backwaters,  and  there  remaine 
while  the  surging  currents  of  settlement  and  development  left 
them  generation  after  gcneratior;  wellnigh  untcuchea  and  forgotten. 
Today  they  number  a  pooulatior.  double  that  of  the  thirteen  colonies 
on  the  day  v/hen  they  declared  independence;  the  greatest  single  reserve 
in  all  the  land,  of  untainted,  unfixed,  pure  and  pristine  American 
stock,     rut  of  the  loins  of  this  co-:munity  came  t  o  us  Lincoln,  in 
linb  and  linea.  ;ent ,  in  physical  and  moral  power,  in  moral  anc. 
mental  ruggecness,  a  very  prototype  of  his  own  people.      Fro.;  the 
nation  which  owes  to  them  its  debt  for  Lincoln  and  for  a  myriad  of 
hunbler  heroes,  now  most  of  them  forgo-,  it  is  cue  that  the  nation 
s!iould  light  the  way,  should  fire  the  beacons  to  guide  this  people 
into  the  v/ays  of  ample  education  and  of  ripened  opportunity  to  m.ake 
their  full  contribution  to  the  national  advancement,       ^\  has  been  tolc 
that  nowhere  in  our  country  is  illiteracy  among  Anglo-Saxons  so 
prevalent*  so  dominant  as  among  these  people  of  the  mountains.  To 
state  the  feet  is  to  confess  remissness.      It  is  a  condition  which  m.ust 
not  be  permitted  to  continue.      For  the  sake  of  Lincoln,  who  loved 
them  as  his  own  people;  for  the  sake  of  ourselves,  v/ho  v/ill  be  the  equa 
beneficiaries  of  their  advancement;   for  the  sake  of  these  splendid.  Icy 
unquestioning  Americans  of  the  truest  straixi  our  nation  knows,  it  is  ou 
duty  to  h-ld  up  the  hands  of  the  --en  and  women  xvho  are  carrying  on  this 
work  of  education,  who  have  lighted  this  lamp  inspiration 
and  leadership  for  the  nen  and  wom.en  v/ho  have  already  given  ana  may 
give  again  immeasurably  to  American  greatness  and  the  growing  glory 
of  the  republic. 


